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August 22, 1968
STATEMENT OF SENATOR MIKE MANSFIELD (D. , MONTANA)
The invasion of CzechosloVakia by Soviet and Warsaw Pact nations
has for the time being, at least, put an entirely different picture on the
question of U. S. troop withd.ra,wals from

~estern

Europe.

Because of this

invasion, it appears to me that we have no choice but to maintain our present
position.
As far as the Czechoslovak crisis is concerned, there is nothing
that could be done by NATO to affect the situation.

This would apply if we

had only !talf the present troop strength in evidence or for that matter,
double the present troop strength in being.

However, in view of the reali-

ties of the situation, it would be psychologically bad, in my opinion, to
even consider at this time the possibility of reducing U. S. forces while
the Soviet Union and its allies are carrying on the sort of activity which
is now in effect.
It should be kept in mind that if the Warsaw Pact nations can do
what they are now doing in Czechoslovakia, the question will arise--though
it may be far fetched--that other countries both bloc and non-bloc will
become nervous and worried about their status and their future.
Therefore, in my opinion, the matter of u. s; troop withdrawals
should be held in abeyance because of the circumstances which confront us
at this time.
deplored.

The action of the Soviet Union and its allies is to be

If it were not for the crisis for which the Soviet Union is

primarily responsible, the chances for progress in troop and dependent
withdrawals would have been good.

The action on the part of the Soviet

Union and its allies has stymied this proposal for the time being.

The

r;'
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main thrust of the proposals having to do with the withdrawal of U. S.
troops and dependents in Europe would have been to de-mill tarize and to
defuse the situation on both sides of the Iron Curtain and eventually bring
about a mill tary pull-back on both sides.
Therefore, as I see it, in view of the situation now existing,
there is no possibility of reducing troop commitments as long as the Soviets
and their allies are using foreign troops in such an unwarranted and
indefensible manner as they are doing in Czechoslovakia at this time.

